
Fort Mackinac has had quite a history!  Before 1763, the French
had controlled the Straits of Mackinac by having Ford Michilimack-
inac on the northern point of Lower Michigan.  But, after the Treaty
of Paris in 1763, the British took occupation of the fort and then de-
cided that the wooden structure was too difficult to defend.
In 1780-1781, Patrick Sinclair, the Lieutenant Governor of Michili-

mackinac built a new limestone fort located on the bluff at Mackinac
Island.  It was used to control the extremely important Straits of Mack-
inac between Lake Michigan and Lake Huron, plus the fur trade be-
tween the British and the tribes in the region.  The fort was not given
to the Americans until 15 years after American independence in 1796.
During the War of 1812, two battles for control of the Great Lakes

took place at Fort Mackinac.  On July 17, 1812, the fort was attacked
by the British and Native American forces.  Together they numbered
over 400.  The Americans had a small garrison of approximately 60
men.  Lieutenant Hanks was taken by surprise and knowing he was
outnumbered, took the British offer to surrender without a fight.  After
capturing the island, the British built more buildings, a stockade and
blockhouse and renamed it Fort George.  In July 1814, the Ameri-
cans tried to retake the island and fort to get control of the Great
Lakes and the fur trade.  Unfortunately, even with five ships and 700
soldiers, it didn’t work.  The blockhouse stood too high for the naval
guns to reach and when the Americans tried to go by foot, they were
easy targets for the British once they came into the clearing.  So, the
fort remained in the hands of the British until the end of the war.
Following the Treaty of Ghent, in July 1815 the Americans once

more occupied the fort.  It was renamed again to Fort Holmes.  It be-
came an important part of the exploration of the Upper Peninsula for
a time and then when it’s military importance declined, it became a
place for soldiers on reserve.  The fort was also used as a fur trad-
ing post and acted as a prison during the Civil War for 3 Confederate
political prisoners.
From 1875 to 1895, the fort was part of the Mackinac National Park
which was the second national park in the United States.  Yellow-
stone National Park was the first.  The fort was closed in 1895 and
became a part of the Mackinaw Island State Park as a museum and

a popular tourist attraction.  It is one of the most complete forts in the
country.

There Are 14 Original Buildings
• Commissary Building:  Once used for food storage.
• Post Headquarters:  Used for the paymaster and offices.
• Quartermaster’s Storehouse:  Held any and all equipment needed
by the soldiers during the fort’s history.
• Post Bathhouse:  The newest building, built in 1885, housing 6 baths
for the soldier’s comfort.
• Soldier’s Barracks:  Used to house the 100+ soldiers stationed
there.
• Post Schoolhouse:  Where the soldiers went in the last years of Fort
Mackinac’s military existence to become better educated.
• Hill Quarters:  Many Lieutenants lived within these walls.
• Post Hospital:  Where the post doctor/surgeon treated patients until
a new hospital was built in 1860.
• Officer’s Stone Quarters:  Michigan’s oldest building (1780) and
used to house officers.
• Wood Quarters:  Used for various purposes over the life of the build-
ing, including officers’ quarters and a post canteen that served beer,
but no whiskey.
• Post Guardhouse:  Prisoners had been held on this site for over a
century.
• North, East and West Blockhouses:  Stone towers built by the first
Americans garrisoning Fort Mackinac standing watch over the three
main palisades of Fort Mackinac.
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