
The S.S. Badger is
the largest car ferry
ever to sail Lake
Michigan, and has
provided a safe, fun,
and reliable shortcut
across the huge in-
land sea for more
than fifty years. As
the only coal-fired
steamship in opera-
tion in the United
States, the S.S.
Badger operates on
domestic fuel, and
the company has

an extraordinary commitment to maintaining a unique propulsion
system that has been designated as a national mechanical engi-
neering landmark. The S.S. Badger offers an authentic steamship
experience unmatched anywhere else.   
The 410' S.S. Badger entered service in 1953, designed specif-
ically to handle the rough conditions that it would likely encounter
during year around sailing on Lake Michigan. Built primarily to
transport railroad freight cars, but with superior passenger ac-
commodations, the Badger reigned as Queen of the Lakes during
the car ferries' Golden Era in the late Fifties, with Manitowoc, Mil-
waukee, and Kewaunee as her Wisconsin ports of call. By the
Seventies, changing railroad economics were condemning other
car ferries to mothballs or the scrap yard. With little railroad freight
business left, and without ever tapping into the opportunity to
serve the needs of the vacation traveler, the Badger sailed from
Wisconsin to Ludington and tied up for the last time in November
1990 - signaling the end of the century-old tradition of car ferry

service on Lake Michigan. 
The end of the car ferries was devastating to the communities

they had served and the thousands of passengers who loved
them. However, in 1991, an entrepreneur named Charles Conrad
committed his own financial resources to reinvent the S.S. Badger
to carry leisure passengers and their vehicles. 
Since then, this legend of the Great Lakes has delighted a whole
new generation of people, allowing them to experience a bit of his-
tory that almost slipped away while cruising to fun destinations on
both sides of Lake Michigan. The S.S. Badger now sails daily be-
tween Manitowoc, Wisconsin and Ludington, Michigan from mid-
May through mid-October. 

DIMENSIONS: 
• Length: 410 feet, 6 inches 
• Width: 59 feet, 6 inches 
• Height: 106 feet, 9 inches (7 stories) 
• Weight: 6650 tons displaced 
• Staterooms: 40 
• Propellers: Two cast steel, 4-blade propellers, 13' 10'' in diame-
ter and weighing 13,800 pounds each 
• Anchors: Two Stockless anchors weighing 7,000 pounds each 
• Engines: Two Skinner Unaflow four-cylinder steam engines 
rated 3,500 horsepower at 125 RPM (total 7,000 horsepower).
The Badger's propulsion system burns domestic fuel, and is des-
ignated as a mechanical engineering landmark by the American
Society of Mechanical Engineers.
• Boilers: Four Foster-Wheeler "D - type" coal-burning 
• Average speed: 18 miles per hour (15.6 knots)
• Number of crew members on each trip: 50-60 
• Capacity: 600 passengers, 180 automobiles, tour buses, RVs,
motorcycles, and commercial trucks 
• Number of crossings per season: Approx. 450

The S.S. Badger
Car Ferry
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