
In December of
1891, basketball was
invented by a Cana-
dian who was a cler-
gyman, educator, and
physician.  His name
was James Naismith.
He introduced this
game when he was in
Springfield, Massa-
chusetts at the Young
Men’s Christian Asso-
ciation Training
School (now Spring-
field College).  His su-
perior asked him to
organized a vigorous
recreation that was
suitable for winter in-
door play.  At that
time, the teams had 9
players. The first
balled used were soc-
cer balls and the
goals were wooden
peach baskets that
were attached to the
walls.

In 1897-1898, teams of five became the standard.  The game also spread
nationwide, to Canada and other parts of the world.  It was played by both
men and women.  U.S. servicemen in World War II, made the sport popular
in many other countries as they played it for recreation.
In 1934, the first college games were played in New York City’s Madison

Square Gardens.  By the 1950’s, basketball had become a major college
sport.   One of the first and greatest pro teams was the Original Celtics, or-
ganized about 1915 in New York City. They played as many as 150 games a
season and dominated basketball until 1936. The Harlem Globetrotters,
founded in 1927, was and still is a notable exhibition team who specializes in
amusing court antics and expert ball handling.
In 1949 two professional leagues, the National Basketball League and the

Basketball Association of America merged to create the National Basketball
Association (NBA).   By the 1960s, pro teams from coast to coast played be-

fore crowds of many millions annually.   The women’s
basketball league (WNBA) was established in 1997. You
can visit the Basketball Hall of Fame in Springfield, Mas-
sachusetts.  Check out all the names of great players,
coaches, referees, and people who have contributed sig-
nificantly to the development of this popular game.

Basketball Anyone?

Can You Unscramble The Names Of
These Famous Basketball Players?

1.  ROLEBN AMJES
_______________________________________      

2. EERMKA  LUDAB-BBAARJ
_______________________________________    

3. CIMGA  NSOHONJ
_______________________________________

4.  SALI  SLLEEI
_______________________________________      

5. ILCHAEM  RDAONJ
_______________________________________    

6. BEKO  RYTANB
_______________________________________

7.  CDAANCE RKAPER
_______________________________________      

8. QUISHALLE NLEAO
_______________________________________    

9. AADIN AUTSARI
_______________________________________

10.  RRALY RIBD
_______________________________________      

Answers:  1. LeBron James, 2. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, 3. Magic Johnson, 4. Lisa Leslie, 5.
Michael Jordan, 6. Kobe Bryant, 7. candace Parker, 8. Shaquille O’Neal, 9. Diana Taurasi,
10.  Larry Bird
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