
The Story of Johnny Appleseed
Johnny Appleseed’s real name was John Chapman, born on September 26,1774 near Leominster, Mas-

sachusetts. Little is known of his early life, but he apparently received a good education which helped him
in his later years. By the time he was 25 years old, he had become a nursery man and had planted apple
trees in the western portions of New York and Pennsylvania. Some of the orchards in those areas were said
to have been started by him.
When the rich and fertile lands lying south of the Great Lakes and west of the Ohio river were opened for

settlement in the early 1800's, John Chapman was among the very first to explore the new territory. This was
the Northwest Territory from which the states of Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, and Illinois were later formed. For
nearly half a century Johnny Appleseed roamed his territory. When settlers arrived, they found John Chap-
man's young apple trees ready for sale. In the years that followed, he became known as the Apple Tree
Man, or Johnny Appleseed.
His manner of operation was simple. He went into the wilderness with a bag of apple seeds on his back

until he found a likely spot for planting. There he would clear the land by chopping out weeds and brush by
hand. Then he planted his apple seeds in neat rows and built a brush fence around the area to keep out
straying animals. 
He did all of the work himself, living alone for weeks at a time with only the Indians and wild animals for

companionship. He never carried a gun or weapon of any kind. He was a deeply religious man who lived by
the Golden Rule and had no fear of man or beast. Indians accepted him as a friend, and he is reputed to
have talked at times to the wild animals who watched him as he worked in his nurseries. Undoubtedly, they
sensed his kind and gentle nature. Once, it is reported, he was caught in a snow storm and crept into a hol-
low fallen tree for shelter. He found it occupied by a hibernating bear and her cubs, but spent the night there
nonetheless. 
John Chapman was a practical business-

man. Somewhere, somehow, he had caught
a vision of the wilderness blossoming with
apple trees, orchard after orchard of care-

fully nurtured trees, which gave promise of a fruitful harvest for the settlers. Willingly he en-
dured the hardships of his wilderness life as he worked to make his dream come true. His
sturdy young trees lightened the hearts and lifted the spirits of many settlers.
He sold his trees for a few pennies each, accepting any of the coins current on the fron-

tier. Some had no cash, so he accepted a simple promise to pay at a later date. Few failed
to keep their word. He sometimes accepted payment in used clothing.  As he was a small
man, his bartered clothing usually fit him poorly. This led to some of the humorous de-
scriptions of his appearance in those early years. Like many of the settlers, he went bare-
footed a great deal because shoes were hard to come by. As he ate no meat, he carried a
stewpot or kettle with him. In this he could gather nuts or berries in season, carry water, get
milk from a settler's cow, boil potatoes, or drop a handful of coarse-ground meal into the boil-
ing water to make a meal.          
He preferred to walk, carrying his apple seeds and camping gear on his back. He also

used a boat, canoe, or raft to transfer larger loads of seeds along the waterways. He ob-
tained his apple seeds every fall. At first, he went back to the cider presses in western
Pennsylvania where he selected good seeds from the discarded apple pressings. In later
years, as cider presses were located in the new territory, he gathered his seeds closer.
There is no way to estimate how many millions of seeds he planted in the hundreds of

nurseries he created.   This was his service to mankind.
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