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When I was a little girl, spending time with
my Gram was very special to me. My Gram
liked to bake and loved to tend to her flower
garden. Usually I would day dream while
Gram tended to her flowers, but she would
call me over and show me things. She
would point out the tiny insects waltzing
around her blossoms.  She would point out
the smallest details on her plants. Although
my Gram didn’t know it, she was training
me to be an artist. She was teaching me to
see the world around me. She would say
that most grown-ups go through life without
noticing little things. Learning to see the
world is how we learn to draw.

Paying attention to details is very impor-
tant for artists. Practicing drawing is impor-
tant too! I used to draw a lot of cartoon
characters when I was young. This practice
helped me to notice shapes. Circles, trian-
gles and ovals, as well as letter shapes. I
learned that if I could create simple shapes
and letters I could draw things.

Look at the step by step drawing of a cat.
Notice the “v” shapes for the nose, ears
and fur on the face. The eyes are oval
shaped with “v” shapes on the ends. Follow
the steps and create your own cat face.
Practice it several times looking for shapes.
When your drawing is completed, color
your kitty with markers or crayons!
Have fun!  
Contributed by Rebecca Nechuta, KidzArt

Learning To Be An Artist
Let’s Draw A Cat!
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Echinoderms!
Do you have a favorite animal?

What do you know about this 
animal?

When people started studying 
living things, they realized that 
they needed to come up with a 
way to organize all of them, be-
cause there are so many of them on Earth! There are five different kingdoms 
to classify life on Earth, based on main similarities:

The animal kingdom is divided into 
40 smaller groups, known as phylum. 
Animals usually fall into one of five dif-
ferent phylum which are Cnidaria (in-
vertebrates: no backbone), Chordata 

(vertebrates: backbone), Arthropods 
(have exoskeletons: skeleton outside 
their body), Mollusks (soft, unseg-
mented bodies), and Echinoderms 
(ocean invertebrates).

Echinoderms are spiny-skinned inver-
tebrates with an endoskeleton of plates 
and spines that are found on the ocean 
floor. Echinoderms are slow-moving 
creatures that have a water-vascular 
system that pumps wa-ter through the 

body. Echinoderms also have small 
jaws and tube feet which they use to 
attach to objects for protection, as well 
as to get food. Most echinoderms can 
regenerate lost limbs!
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Make an Echinoderm!

• Lay out some old newspaper or a large pa-
per bag to cover your work area.

• Cut out a sea star shape from a piece of any 
kind of paper.

• Wrap a piece of bubble wrap around a toilet 
paper core— with the bumpy side out— and 
secure it in place with tape.

• Put some washable paint on a paper plate.

• Dip your bubble roll into the paint, then roll it 
on your star shape.

Now you have a spiny-skinned echinoderm!

Animals,
Plants,
Fungi,

Bacteria,
and Protists.

Activity Provided By The Grand Rapids Children’s Museum


