
Arbor Day In Michigan
Is April 26th!

Did you know that Arbor Day’s
Founder was a University of Michigan
Graduate?  Julius Sterling Morton was
President Grover Cleveland’s Secretary
of Agriculture.  He was born in Jefferson
County, New York on April 22, 1832.  He
was raised in Detroit and attended the
University of Michigan and graduated in
1854.  After graduating, he and his wife
moved to Nebraska.
At this time, Nebraska was not yet or-

ganized as a territory.  He staked his
claim in Nebraska City.  Morton was ap-

pointed as Secretary of the Nebraska Territory by President James
Buchanan and served until 1861.  
J. Sterling Morton was a respected agriculturalist.  He spent his

time instructing people in the modern techniques of farming and
forestry.  He set a good example by planting orchards, shade trees
and wind breaks on this own farm.  Morton became well known in
Nebraska for his political, journalistic and agricultural activities.  
President Cleveland appointed him as Secretary of Agriculture,

where he is credited with helping to change that department into
a coordinated service to farmers.  Morton also supported Presi-
dent Cleveland in setting up national forest reservations.
J. Sterling Morton published a weekly periodical called The Con-

servative.  On April 27, 1902, he died.  His home in Nebraska City
is now a state park called The Arbor Lodge State Historical Park
and Arboretum.
One of his most significant achievements was the founding of

Arbor Day.  The first Arbor Day took place on April 20, 1872 in Ne-
braska.  It started with Morton’s membership on Nebraska’s State
Board of Agriculture.  He proposed a special day be set aside ded-

icated to tree planting and increasing awareness of the importance
of trees.  On that day - more than one million trees were planted.
After a second Arbor Day, the state made it an annual legal holi-
day in 1885, naming April 22nd in honor of Morton’s Birthday.
Over the years, Arbor Day has spread throughout the United
States.  In 1970, President Richard Nixon proclaimed the last Fri-
day in April as National Arbor Day!   Arbor Day is now celebrated
in other countries as well.

Michigan’s
State Tree

Eastern White Pine
(Pinus strobus)
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