
It’s Fun To
Play The Bells!

Bells are a percussion instrument.  They can be made from
various materials including clay, glass, or metal.  They range in
shape and size.  They may be played by lightly shaking it as in
hand bells or by striking it using a metal or wooden striker or mal-
let. 
Chimes are small bells which are arranged in a musical se-

quence.  Carillons are a group of tuned bells no less than 23
pieces.
Bells can be seen

and heard on clock
towers such as the
famous Rajabai
Tower in Mumbai.
It was near Babylon
when the oldest bells
was believed to have
been found.  They
have been widely
used throughout his-
tory in different parts
of the world like
Egypt, England,
Japan, China and
India.  They have
been used for vari-
ous purposes such
as calling people to
pray or announcing
the start of a battle.
The largest bell can
be found in Moscow
and it’s called Tsar

Kolokol III.  It
weighs 400,000
pounds but was
never rang and
was damaged in
a fire.
A notable mu-

sician who used
bells in some of
his compositions
was Wolfgang
A m a d e u s
Mozart.

Famous Bells:
• The Liberty
Bell is a 2,080
pounds American bell of great historic significance, located in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. It previously hung in Independence
Hall and was rung on July 4, 1776 to mark American independ-
ence.
• Big Ben is the fourth largest bell in the British Isles, after The
Olympic Bell (used at the opening of the 2012 Olympic Games),
Great Paul (St Paul's Cathedral, City of London) and Great George
(Anglican Cathedral, Liverpool). It is the hour bell of the Great Clock
in the Clock Tower at the Palace of Westminster, the home of the
Houses of Parliament in the United Kingdom.
• The World Peace Bell was the largest functioning swinging bell
until 2006. It is located in Newport, Kentucky, United States, and
was cast by the Paccard Foundry of France. The bell itself weighs
66,000 pounds, with clapper and supports the total weight which
swings when the bell is tolled is 89,390 pounds.
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