
• Grenada is one of a group of islands known as the Windward Islands. They are about 100
miles from the Venezuelan coast.  Other islands in the group include Martinique, St. Lucia and
St. Vincent and the Grenadines.

• Grenada is the second-smallest independent country in the Western Hemisphere.  Christo-
pher Columbus, in the service of Spain, was the first European to sight the islands of Grenada,
Carriacou and Petit Martinique.  Grenada was named after the Spanish city of Grenada.  The
capital, St. George's, originally called Fort Royale, was founded in 1705 by the French.  It is
also the largest city.

• The administration of the islands of the Grenadines group is divided between Grenada and
St Vincent and the Grenadines.  It is a Constitutional monarchy.  A governor-general Sir Daniel
Williams represents the sovereign, Elizabeth II.  They also have a Prime Minister:  Keith C.
Mitchell

• The islands are of volcanic origin with extremely rich
soil. Grenada’s interior is very mountainous with Mount
St. Catherine being the highest at 2,756 feet. Several
small rivers with beautiful waterfalls flow into the sea from
these mountains. The climate is tropical: hot and humid
in the rainy season and cooled by the trade winds in the
dry season.

• Lake Antoine, Grand Etang Lake and Levera Pond all
formed in craters of extinct volcanoes.

• Products Grown: bananas, cocoa, nutmeg, mace, cit-
rus, avocados, root crops, sugarcane, corn, vegetables.
Grenada is also known as the "Spice Islands".  Cinna-
mon, cloves, ginger, mace, allspice, orange/citrus peels,
wild coffee used by the locals, and especially nutmeg,

The national bird of
Grenada is the

critically endangered
Grenada Dove.
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providing 20% of the world supply, are all impor-
tant exports.  Industries include: food and bever-
ages, textiles, light assembly operations, tourism,
construction. Natural resources are: timber, tropical
fruit, deepwater harbors.

• Music, dance, and festivals are also extremely im-
portant in Grenadian culture. Soca, calypso, and
reggae set the mood for Grenada's annual Carni-
val activities. Zouk is also being slowly introduced
onto the island. The islanders’ African heritage
plays an influential role in many aspects of
Grenada’s culture.  Another important part of
Grenadian culture is the tradition of story telling,
with folk tales bearing both African and French in-
fluences.

Grenada
became

independent in
1974.

Petroglyphs, along the riverbank
in the village of Mount Rich, were
carved by Amerindians, early
immigrants to Grenada.
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