
Lake Trout
Lake Trout are typically 15 to 30 inches long but have been known

to reach 48 inches at times. The average weight is 2 to 10 pounds but
can some have reached over 45 pounds!! They are a medium to dark
gray or olive green in color with light white or yellow spots on their
back and sides that can be tinged with red. Like all species in the
Salmonidae family, they have an adipose fin which is a small fleshy fin
just in front of their tail on their back.

They typically eat aquatic insects, crustaceans and small fish. Lake
trout are native to the Great Lakes and prefer deep, cold water lakes
throughout the northern part of North America. They are usually found
offshore in deep, well oxygenated water. Lake trout spawn on off-
shore shoals and reefs in the fall. Their eggs hatch in the spring and
the young lake trout move to deeper water after a short time.

The lake trout is a slow
growing, long lived
species - sometimes
reaching 40 years old!!
The world record was
caught in 1991 in Great
Bear Lake, Northwest Ter-
ritories, Canada - it was
66 pounds, 8 ounces.
The Michigan record,
caught in 1997 was 61
pounds, 8 ounces and 49”
long! It was caught in
Lake Superior.

Lake whitefish are native to much of the northern part of North Amer-
ica. Lake Erie is on the southern edge of their range. They prefer
deep, cold, well oxygenated water of the large lakes. In the late
1800’s and early 1900’s, over a million pounds of whitefish were com-
mercially harvested each year. Today, the species is still found in Lake
Erie but they are not as abundant as they once were.

The whitefish adult is typically 17 to 22 inches long but have reached
over 30 inches! They usually weigh 2 to 5 pounds but have grown to
15 pounds! The lake whitefish is a large silver or gray colored fish. It
is darker on the back with a lighter colored belly. They have a sub-ter-
minal (ending below tip of snout) mouth and a forked tail. They have
an adipose fin and large scales.

Whitefish feed near the bottom, primarily on mollusks and insect lar-
vae.

Research has shown that cold winters with thick ice cover on white-
fish spawning areas increase their spawning success. Ice cover pre-

vents the wind from stirring up
the bottom and covering the
eggs. In early spring, adult fish
migrate to the deeper water of
the Eastern Basin in Lake
Erie.

The Michigan record, caught
in 1993, was 14 pounds, 4.48
ounces and 31.75” long! It
was caught in Lake Superior.

Lake
Whitefish
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Jimmy Carter was born in Plains, Georgia on October 1, 1924. The mainstays of his
upbringing were peanut farming, politics and devotion to the Baptist faith. In 1946, after
graduating from the Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland, he married Rosalynn Smith.
They have three sons, John, James, Donnel and a daughter, Amy.

After seven years as a naval officer, Carter returned to Plains. In 1962, he entered
state politics and eight years later was elected Governor of Georgia. He emphasized
ecology, efficiency in government and the removal of racial barriers.

In December 1974, he began a two year campaign for the presidency. He worked
hard and ended up winning against President Gerald R. Ford.

President Carter had a number of achievements in domestic affairs:
• He dealt with the energy shortage by establishing a national energy policy and by de-
controlling domestic petroleum prices to stimulate production.
• He prompted government efficiency through civil service reform and proceeded with
deregulation of the trucking and airline industries.
• He sought to improve the environment.
• His expansion of the national park system included protection of 103 million acres of
Alaskan lands.
• To increase human and social services, he created the Department of Education, bol-
stered the Social Security system, and appointed record numbers of women, blacks,
and Hispanics to Government jobs.
• Under his presidency the US officially recognized the people’s republic of China in
1979.

In foreign affairs, his championing of human rights was coldly received by the Soviet
Union and other nations. In the Middle East, with the Camp David agreement of 1978,

James Earl Carter, Jr.
39th President of United States, 1977-1981

he helped bring amity between Egypt and Isreal. He ob-
tained ratification of the Panama Canal treaties. He also
completed negotiation of the SALT II nuclear limitation
treaty with the Soviet Union which got suspended with
the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan.

It was during President Carter’s time in office that the
seizure of the U.S. embassy staff by Iran happened.
Continuing the difficult negotiations over the hostages,
Iran finally released the 52 Americans the same day
Carter left office.

Interesting Facts:
• President Carter was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in
2002 . It came as a response to his work in promoting
human rights, trying to resolve conflicts peacefully and
providing health care and food to the world's poor.
• President Carter collects bottles and arrowheads.
• He reads 3 to 4 books per week and has taken a speed
reading course.
• To keep in shape, President Carter rides a bicycle, jogs
and plays tennis.
• His favorite spectator sport is baseball.

President Carter and his wife
volunteer one week a year for
Habitat for Humanity, a non-
profit organization that helps
needy people in the United
States and in other countries
renovate and build homes for
themselves.
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On February 6, 1911, Ronald Wilson Reagan was 
born to Nelle and John Reagan in Tampico, Illinois. 
His nickname was “Dutch” which stayed with him most 
of his life. He attended high school in nearby Dixon 
and then worked his way through Eureka College. In 
high school, he was employed as a lifeguard at Lowell 
Park in Dixon where, in the next seven summers, he 
was credited with saving 77 lives. He was also elected 
Student Body President in 1926. At Eureka College he 
studied economics and sociology, played on the foot-
ball team, and acted in school plays. Upon graduation 
he became a radio sports announcer. A screen test 
in 1937 won him a contract in Hollywood as an actor. 
During the next two decades he appeared in 53 films.

With his first marriage to Jane Wyman he had two 
children, Maureen and Michael. In 1952 he married 
Nancy Davis, who was also an actress, and had two 
children, Patricia Ann and Ronald Prescott.

As president of the Screen Actors Guild, Regan 
became involved in disputes over the issues of Com-
munism in the film industry. During this time his polit-
ical views shifted from liberalism to conservatism. He 
toured the country as a television host, becoming a 
spokesman for conservatism. In 1966 he was elected 
Governor of California by a margin of a million votes 
and was reelected in 1970.

Ronald Reagan won the Republican Presidential 
nomination in 1980 and chose as his running mate for-
mer Texas Congressman and United Nations Ambas-
sador George Bush. Voters who were troubled by infla-
tion and by a year long confinement of American in Iran 
swept the Republican ticket into office. Reagan won 
489 electoral votes to 49 for President Jimmy Carter.

On January 20, 1981, Reagan took office. Only 69 
days later he was shot by a would be assassin but 
quickly recovered and returned to duty. His grace and 
sense of humor during the dangerous incident caused 
his popularity to soar.

Dealing skillfully with Congress, Reagan obtained 
legislation to stimulate economic growth, curb infla-
tion, increase employment, and strengthen national 
defense. He embarked upon a course of cutting taxes 
and Government spending, refusing to deviate from it 
when the strengthening of defense forces led to a large 
deficit.

A renewal of national self-confidence by 1984 helped 
Reagan and Bush win a second term of office. In 1986 
Reagan obtained an overhaul of the income tax code, 
which eliminated many deductions and exempted mil-
lions of people with low incomes. At the end of his ad-
ministration the nation was enjoying its longest record-
ed period of peacetime prosperity without recession or 
depression.

In foreign policy, Reagan sought to achieve “peace 
through strength.” During his two terms he increased 
defense spending 35 percent but sought to improve 
relations with the Soviet Union. In dramatic meetings 
with Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, he negotiated a 
treaty that would eliminate intermediate-range nuclear 
missiles. Reagan declared war against international 
terrorism, sending American bombers against Libya 
after evidence came out that Libya was involved in an 
attack on American soldiers in a West Berlin nightclub.

By ordering naval escorts in the Persian Gulf, he 
maintained the free flow of oil during the Iran-Iraq War.

Overall, the Reagan years saw a restoration of pros-
perity, and pursuing the goal of peace through strength.

Ronald Wilson Reagan
40th President of the United States, 1981-1989

“The house we hope to build is not for 
my generation but for yours. It is your 
future that matters. And I hope that 
when your are my age, you will be able 
to say as I have been able to say: We 
lived in freedom. We lived lives that 
were a statement, not an apology.”
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