
The Beech Marten, also called the Stone Marten can be found
in mainland Europe and West/Central Asian territories.  They often
live in places that are occupied by humans.  In these areas, they
make dens in buildings, can be found in attics, old barns and out-
buildings.  They are also found in open forested areas and rocky
out croppings.  The marten’s natural den sites include tree hollows,
rock crevices or abandoned burrows.  Their territory they claim is
around 200 acres in size.
Beech Martens have a body length of around 19 inches and their

tail is 10 bushy inches long.  Their average weight is 5.5 pounds,
so they are thin and short-legged.  The marten’s fur is brown with
a white mark at the throat area.  This sets them apart from the Pine
Marten where this marking is cream colored.  The beech marten
belongs to the weasel family.   They have a musky smell which
isn’t unpleasant.  
During the day, the martens sleep and begin their hunt for prey
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during the twilight hours so they are nocturnal.  They are omnivo-
rous and their diet consists of small mammals, eggs, earthworms,
ripe fruit, mice and rats.  They have been known to attack chicken
coops.  They eat eggs by making a small incision with their teeth,
then sucking out the contents.  
Beech Martens live a solitary life apart from breeding season.

But, they are a very aggressive predator and a belligerent foe if
they are cornered.  Beech Marten’s predators  include red foxes,
birds of prey and owls.  
A litter normally con-

sists of 3 to 4 “kits.”
They are blind and hair-
less when first born.
Only one litter is raised
each year.
They are known for an

inclination to ruin cars
by biting ignition leads
and braking hoses.   
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