
The Netherlands (Dutch: Nederland), is the European part of
the Kingdom of the Netherlands, which consists of the Nether-
lands, the Netherlands Antilles, and Aruba. The Netherlands is a
Unitary Parliamentary Constitutional Monarchy, located in West-
ern Europe. It is bordered by the North Sea to the north and west,
Belgium to the south, and Germany to the east. 
The Netherlands has a maximum dimension of 190 miles by

160 miles - about twice the size of New Jersey.  It is low and flat
except in Limburg in the southeast, where some of the hills rise up
to 1056 feet!  About half the country’s area is below sea level,
making famous the Dutch dikes.  Reclamation of land from the
sea through dikes has continued through recent times.
The Netherlands is often called Holland. This is technically in-

correct, as North and South Holland in the western Netherlands
are only two of the country's twelve provinces.
It is popularly known for its windmills, cheese, clogs (wooden

shoes), delftware and gouda pottery, dikes, tulips, bicycles, and
social tolerance. 
The Netherlands has an international outlook; among other af-

filiations, the country is a member of the European Union (EU),
and NATO.  The Hague is the administrative capital which houses
the Europol - the European Union’s criminal intelligence agency.
The Netherlands declared their neutrality during World War I, but
in World War II the same approach failed. Germany invaded with

The Netherlands
very little resistance, Rotterdam
was bombed, the royal family fled
to the United Kingdom, and the
persecution of the Jews began.
One brave, young Jewish girl
named Anne Frank would come to
personify that terrible time in
human history in a diary.
In February of 1953, a huge

storm caused the collapse of sev-
eral dikes, and almost 2,000
drowned in the resulting tidal
surges. So began the Delta Proj-
ect, a project that included a huge
series of outer sea-dikes, and
inner canal and river dikes built to
protect this fragile land from dis-
astrous flooding brought on by the constant pressures applied to it
by the North Sea.
Today nearly 50% of the land here remains just above sea level.

The massive and costly Delta Project and other engineering mar-
vels have to date prevented the North Sea from doing any signifi-
cant (additional) damage. However, climate change and rising
waters could prove daunting to the Netherlands in the future.
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