
• Public education in primary
and secondary schools is
free.
• Lima isn’t just the capital, it’s
also the largest city.
• Peru’s literacy rate is 92.9%
• Peru’s main exports are fish meal, gold, copper, zinc and textiles.
• It is the third largest country in South America and the nineteenth
largest in the world.
• The currency is the Nuevo Sol.
• Peru is known for its coffee. In a recent coffee  taste-testing held
in Paris, Peruvian coffee was the best tasting out of 33 coffee
brands tested.
•The highest point in Peru is formed by Nevado Huascaran, at
22,205 feet.
• The majority of the people in Peru are Roman Catholics.
• Peru’s city Caral is be-
lieved to have been
built between 2627 BC
and 2000 BC, making it
the oldest city in the
Americas, as well as
one of the oldest cities in
the world!
• Peru was the last
Spanish colony in South
America to gain inde-
pendence.

Republic of 
Peru

Peru is a country located in South
America.  It is best known for its old Incan ruins

in the Andes mountains that surround the country.  It is
bordered on the north by Ecuador and Colombia, on the east by
Brazil, on the southeast by Bolivia, on the south by Chile, and on
the west by the Pacific Ocean. Peru is divided into twenty-five re-
gions and the capital is Lima. The government is a Presidential
Representative Democratic Republic, meaning they have a pres-
ident and congress.  
The official language is Spanish due to its being under Spanish

control until they declared independence in 1821. 
The Andes Mountains run along Peru, contributing to their na-

tional parks. The different elevations also promote diverse plant
life, resulting in many different types of cuisine. Chinese, African,
Arab, Japanese, Italian, and Spanish influences are seen strongly
in Peruvian cuisine.

Interesting Facts About Peru
• Peru is home to Machu Pichu, a temple built by the Incan civi-
lization, and is one of the wonders of the world.
• The Nazca lines are also located in Peru. These lines or trenches
in the ground don’t look like much from the ground, but take the
form of animals or pictures that can only be see from the sky. The-
ories of the meaning of the lines vary from aliens to early irrigation
systems.  
• You can find 1701 species of birds in Peru - that’s the most of any
country!
• The Amazon river (the second longest river in the world) starts
in Peru.
• There’s 28 different climates in Peru! 

Experts believe that Machu Picchu was one in a
series of royal Inca estates built in the Urubamba
Valley.
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