
Alexander Graham Bell was an influential sci-
entist, engineer and inventor.  The following are
some interesting facts about this man.
• He was born on March 3, 1847 in Edinburgh, Scotland. He was
educated at the universities of Edinburgh and London.  Bell immi-
grated to Canada in 1870 and to the United States in 1871.  He
became a naturalized U.S. citizen in 1882.
• He is widely credited with the invention of the first practical tele-
phone.
• He didn’t have the middle name “Graham” until he turned 11.  His
father gave him his middle name as a birthday present as he
wanted a middle name like his two brothers.
• Bell was an excellent piano player at a young age.
• His mother and wife were both deaf and this had a major influence
on his work.  He studied the human voice and worked with various
schools for the deaf.  In 1872, he founded a school to train teach-
ers of the deaf in Boston, Massachusetts and became part of
Boston University
• Bell experimented with sound, working with devices such as a
‘harmonic telegraph’ (used to send multiple messages over a sin-
gle wire) and a ‘phonautograph’ (used to record sound).
• He worked on acoustic telegraphy with his assistant, electrical
designer Thomas Watson.
• On February 14, 1876, Bell and an American electrical engineer
named Elisha Gray both filed patents with the U.S. Patent Office
covering the transmission of sounds telegraphically. There is de-
bate about who got there first but the patent was awarded to Bell.
A few days later he succeeded in getting his telephone to work
using elements similar to those of Gray’s water transmitter.  Bells
first words with the working telephone were spoken to Thomas
Watson.  They were along the lines of “Mr. Watson, come here.  I
want to see you.”  At the 1876 Centennial Exposition in Philadel-
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phia, Pennsylva-
nia, telephone
was introduced
to the world.  In
1877, the Bell
Telephone Com-
pany was estab-
lished.
• He had a strong
interest in other
scientific fields,
conducting med-
ical research,
searching for al-
ternative fuel
sources, experi-
menting with
metal detectors,
developing hy-
drofoil watercraft
and more.  Other
inventions in-
clude audiome-
ter, the induction
balance, and the
first wax recording cylinder.
• Bell was one of the cofounders of the National Geographic Soci-
ety.
• Bell’s summer home is located at Baddeck on Cape Breton Is-
land in Nova Scotia, Canada.  Most of his inventions on aeronau-
tics were first tested near his summer home in Canada.
• His study of flight began with the construction of large kites, and
in 1907 he devised a kite capable of carrying a person.
• Bell, with the American inventor and aviator Glenn Hammond
Curtiss, developed the aileron and the tricycle landing gear.
• His group also started working on hydrofoil boats, which travel
above the water at high speeds.  Bell’s final full-sized “hydro-
drome,” developed in 1917, reached speeds in excess of 113
km/h for many years were the world’s fastest boat.
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