
Louisa May Alcott
Louisa

May Alcott, a
s e r v a n t ,
seamstress,
teacher, Civil
War Nurse
and author.
She was
born on No-
vember 29,
1832 in Ger-
m a n t o w n ,
Pennsylva-
nia.  She
was one of
four daugh-
ters.  Her
f a m i l y
moved to
Boston when
she was two
years.  As a
young girl,
they moved

again to Concord, Massachusetts.  Growing up in a Transcenden-
talist home, the environment was intellectual and non-conventional.
That fostered her love of writing.  She received her education pri-
marily from her father and his father’s friends - people such as
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, Nathaniel
Hawthorne and Margaret Fuller.

She is widely known as the writer of Little Women, a self reflec-
tive book published in 1868.  Louisa May Alcott was an American
writer who authored over 30 books and short-story collections and
wrote poetry as well. Little Women, her most famous book, was a

novel for girls.  The success of this book led to other books based
on Alcott’s life such as Little Men and Jo’s Boys.  The money she
made from the books helped her to support her sisters and parents.

As she grew older, she developed as both an abolitionist and a
feminist.  She volunteered to be a nurse in an army hospital in
Washington D.C. during the Civil War.  While in Washington she
contracted typhoid fever and was treated with mercury, which af-
fected her for the rest of her life, causing pain, weakness and hal-
lucinations.  Later she would become an advocate of women’s
suffrage and was the first woman to register to vote in Concord,
Massachusetts.

Her health worsened as she grew older, she continued to write.
She died of mercury poisoning which she contracted when she re-
ceived calomel treatments for the effects of typhoid.  She died in
Boston on March 6, 1888 at the age of 56.  She was buried at
Sleepy Hollow Cemetery in Concord.
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Little
Women is a
novel by
A m e r i c a n
a u t h o r
Louisa May
Alcott  which
was origi-

nally published in two volumes in 1868
and 1869. Alcott wrote the books rap-
idly over several months at the re-
quest of her publisher.  The novel
follows the lives of four sisters, Meg,
Jo, Beth, and Amy March, detailing
their passage from childhood to wom-
anhood, and is loosely based on the
author and her three sisters.
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