
The painted turtle is Michigan’s State Reptile since 1995.  They
are the only turtle still commonly found in Michigan.  The other tur-
tles native to Michigan are Blanding’s turtles, snapping turtles,
musk turtles, spotted turtles, wood turtles, eastern box turtles,
common map turtles and eastern spiny softshell turtles.  It is dis-
puted as to whether or not the red-eared slider turtle is native to
Michigan.  

Fossils show that the painted turtle existed 15 million years ago,
but four regionally based subspecies evolved during the last ice
age.

The adult painted turtle female is 4 to 10 inches long and the
male is smaller.  Their top shell is smooth and oval without a keel
or ridge on the top.  Its skin is olive to black with red, orange or yel-
low stripes on its extremities.  

They live in ponds, lakes, marshes and slow-moving rivers that
have soft, muddy bottoms.

The painted turtle eats aquatic vegetation, algae, and small
water creatures including in-
sects, crustaceans and fish.
Turtles don’t have teeth, but in-
stead have horny ridges that are
serrated and sharp on their
upper and lower jaws.

Their shell protects them from
most predators.  Though they
are frequently consumed as
eggs or hatchlings by rodents,
canines and snakes.  Rac-
coons, otters, mink and foxes
(and other medium sized ani-
mals) will prey on turtles.  The
painted turtle keeps a watch out
for predators and seek refuge in
the water at the first sign of dan-

Michigan’s State Reptile, The

Painted Turtle

ger.  For protection, they can quickly retract their head and legs into
their hard shell.

The turtle relies on warmth from its surroundings.  The painted
turtle is active only during the day when is lays in the sun for hours
on logs or rocks.  During the winter, the turtle hibernates usually in
the muddy bottoms of waterways.  Adults in the wild can live for
more than 55 years.

The breeding season lasts from late spring to early summer.
Painted turtles are amniotes which require females to nest on land.
The females prefer soft, sandy soil with good exposure to the sun for
their nest area.  The nests are dug with their hind feet.  The females
will lay 4 to 15 oval, soft shelled eggs in the hole in the ground.

Tales of Algonquian tribes have the colorful turtle playing the part
of a trickster.  Today, habitat loss and road killings have reduced the
turtle’s population, but its ability to live in human disturbed settings
has helped it remain the most abundant turtle in North America.
Did you know?
• Turtles shed their shell as they're growing; this skin resembles a
burnt leaf. 
• Painted turtles can swim underwater. 
• A group of turtles is called a 'a bale of turtles'. 
• Painted turtles sleep underwater, buried in the sand or mud at the
bottom of their habitat. They can breathe air and also absorb oxy-
gen in water.
• A painted turtle shell is made of bone and is connected to the spine
and ribs.
•  Turtles have no vocal chords, but they can sometimes make hiss-
ing sounds.
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March Madness Books Come Alive!

Just a Little Luck
by Mercer Mayer

When Little Critter finds a penny on the
ground and picks it up, he thinks he’s in for a
week of good luck!  But he sure is wrong!
What can he do to turn luck around?
Grades Preschool -1

The Genius Files
by Dan Gutman

In eight days, Coke and Pepsi McDonald are
going to turn thirteen.  Before then, they'll jump
off a cliff, get trapped in the locked basement of
their burning school, chased cross-country by
murderous lunatics, left for dead in the pit of a
sand dune, forced to decipher mysterious coded
messages, thrown into a giant vat of SPAM, and
visit the world's largest . . . ball of twine! 

There's more, but if we told you here, we'd
have to kill you. Grades 4-6

Hot Hand
by Mike Lupica

It's simple.   All Zach Raynor wants to do is
shoot. After all, he is one of the best shooters in
the league. But with his dad as his coach, and
his parents newly separated, somehow
everything's become complicated. His brother
Ben, the piano prodigy, hardly talks anymore.
His mom is always traveling on business, and
his dad is always on his case about not being a
team player. But when Ben's piano recital falls
on the same day as the championship game, it
is Zach who teaches his dad the true meaning
of being a team player. Grades 3-5

Leprechauns and Irish Folklore
Mary Pope Osborne 
(This is a non fiction companion to Leprechaun
in Late Winter Magic Tree House #43)

This is Jack and Annie’s very own guide to
Irish fairies and folktales.  What are
leprechauns?  How do we know many of the
old Irish stories?  How do fairies like to spend
their time?  Find out the answers to these ques-
tions and more.  Grades 2-4

Last Shot
by John Feinstein

For basketball fiend Steven Thomas, it’s a
dream come true.  He won a writing contest
and now here he is in New Orleans, covering
the biggest weekend in college sports.  But the
dream takes an ugly twist when he and fellow
winner, Susan Carol, are nosing around the
Superdome and overhear a coach telling
MSU’s star point guard he’d better lose the
final game… or else.

March Madness at it’s fullest…Last Shot!
Grades 4-7
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The Watsons Go to Birmingham – 1963 
by Christopher Paul Curtis

A Wrinkle in Time 
by Madeleine L’Engle

The lives of the Watsons, an African 
American family living in Flint, 
Michigan, are drastically changed 
after they go to visit Grandma in 
Alabama in the summer of 1963.

Meg Murry and her friends become 
involved with unearthly strangers and 
a search for Meg’s father, who has 
disappeared while engaged in secret 
work for the government. First in a series.

C L A S S I C

Taran, Assistant Pig-Keeper to a 
famous prophetic pig, sets out on a 
hazardous mission to save Prydain 
from the forces of evil. First in a series.

The Book of Three
by Lloyd Alexander

YOU CAN’T GO WRONG
WITH A


