
It’s that time of the year again to go in search of the Great Pump-
kin.  Have you ever wondered how your pumpkin grew?  Gather your
family and let’s head to your favorite pumpkin patch and find out.

Your pumpkin’s life started a few months ago.  The farmer had to
carefully choose the spot for planting the patch - a large area with
sunshine.  Sometime after the earth had warmed from the winter and
the mornings were no longer frosty in late May and early June, the
pumpkin seeds were planted into the dark, rich soil.  The sun con-
tinued to warm the earth and rain fell on the land.  Deep in the soil,
the pumpkin seed grew roots and leaves began to appear out of the
dirt.  The leaves grew large and after five weeks, the first flowers ap-
peared.  It contained two kinds of flowers, a male and a female
flower.  The male flower had a stamen in the center that contained
the pollen.  The female flower had a baby pumpkin at its base.  The
pumpkin’s fine big bright yellow flowers attracted many insects.  They
would come often to visit the flowers and as they walked from the
male flower to the female flower, pollination occurred.

The flowers then fell from the plant and the pumpkin began to grow.
It seemed to grow slowly at first, just a small green ball - but within a
few weeks it grew to the size of a basketball.  Pumpkin plants are
very thirsty so, the farmer had to make sure that your pumpkin had
plenty of water.  The pumpkin grew and stretched into long vines that
covered the ground.  In August and into September, the pumpkin
started to change it’s color from green to orange.  Now, it’s October
and the patch boasts of big, beautiful orange pumpkins!  So, let the
search begin for your perfect pumpkin!

Once you find your pumpkin and get it home, the best way to keep
our pumpkin fresh is to protect it from cold weather and bacteria that
can make it sick and rot too soon.  Take your pumpkin and wash it
with warm water and a little bleach to help wash off any bacteria.  On
nights when the weatherman says it will freeze, put your pumpkin in
the garage or basement.  

Next comes the fun part - deciding what to do with your pumpkin!
You could use it as a decoration for your Thanksgiving table, paint it
with a smile like your own, or carve it to make a jack-o-lantern.  Or

even capture your family - pumpkin style!  Let your creative juices
flow.  You can use yarn for hair, vegetables for facial features, even
add earrings and dress them up with clothes!

After Halloween, do not throw away your pumpkin.  If you have a
few seeds left inside the shell, you can recycle your pumpkin by put-
ting it in your garden over the winter.  After the snow falls and spring
starts to warm the earth, Mother Nature may leave you a surprise,
a new pumpkin plant of your own!
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