
Jellyfish
Jellyfish are also known as jellies!  The English term, jellyfish,

was first used in 1796,   Even though they are called jellyfish, they
are not fish!  Jellyfish lives in the ocean all over the world. Some
also live in fresh water.  Some of the jellyfish are deadly, but most
of the time they don’t want to harm humans!  But they have been
known to sting humans and even cause death.  

Jellyfish don’t exactly have brains. Instead they have something
called a “nerve net”!  A nerve net is a collection of neurons that act
like a brain, by sensing changes in the water and the environment.
Jellyfish can also tell if they have passed an animal or if they are
facing up or down thanks to their nerve net.

The underside of the dome-shaped or bell-shaped body of the jel-
lyfish is the mouth that is surrounded by the tentacles.  They have
no blood or nervous system!

Jellyfish come in all different colors, shapes, and sizes!  They can
be transparent (see-through).  All jellyfish are in the classification

called Cnidaria, which contains over 10,000 species! Some jellyfish
are bigger than a human and others are as small as a pinhead.
Their tentacles are much longer.

Jellyfish go through different phases. The most recognizable
phase is the medusa.  A medusa is an adult jellyfish.  The jellyfish
go through a larva phase first, then develop into a form called a
polyp, before finally becoming a medusa. It’s a long journey over
their lives, ranging from just a few hours to a few months.  Their
lifespan is approximately six months.

Populations of jellyfish have been rising recently, due to many
factors such as overfishing, abundance of food, and changes in
water temperature. 

Did You Know?
• Jellyfish are composed of over 90% water.
• Jellyfish have been on Earth for millions of years, even before di-
nosaurs. 
• Jellyfish usually eat plankton! Jellyfish are eaten by several ma-
rine animals- as well as humans! 
• A group of jellyfish is called a “smack,” bloom or swarm.  Some
groups reach up to 100,000 strong.
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